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1. The Purpose of Assembly at our school
We value the time for assembly at our school and provide all children and staff members with access to a time for reflection and contemplation throughout the school week. In our view, assembly enables the school family to reflect on shared British Values and learn how to become more responsible, confident and engaging citizens who display these shared values throughout our lives.

In assembly we may refer to the Christian faith as part of the development of shared value themes as well as when traditional aspects of the Christian calendar are celebrated such as The Nativity and The Easter Story.

We encourage and support all pupils and staff to attend assembly but understand the diversity within the school which may lead to some parents not wishing their children to attend assemblies on the grounds of their own faith.

 
2. Aims and Objectives
By the time they leave our school we want all pupils to:
· Understand the need for values in society, in school and locally, nationally and internationally, and understand that we all need to work for these values and promote them so that their community can be a fair and just place
· Develop greater self-confidence by taking part in assemblies, and sharing achievements and defeats with the wider school community and celebrating what they have done
· Appreciate that not everyone holds the same religious values and that all are equal, with protected characteristics considered at all times and shared when appropriate within assemblies
· Understand that some Christian teachings promote the same values and be aware of these teachings in a low-level way as part of their overall learning about Religion
· Develop a sense of awe and wonder about the world we live in and how they can contribute to it

3. Pupil Entitlement
As a community school, we enable all pupils to take part in assembly and to learn about a variety of situations where values may play a significant role in society. Sometimes we use stories from the Christian faith to support the teaching of shared British Values, and we may include the singing of Christian based songs and hymns as well as saying prayers reflecting the Christian faith.

All children will have the opportunity of taking part in a class assembly based around a theme. Parents and Carers are invited to these assemblies. Currently these are as follows:
Nursery and Reception – The Nativity Story
Year 1 – Mothers’ Day
Year 1/2 – Fathers’ Day
Year 2 – Valentine’s Day
Year 3 – Harvest 
Year 3/4 – Black History Month
Year 4 – The Easter Story
Year 5 – Carol Service
Year 5/6 – Remembrance Service
Year 6 – Leavers Assembly

We ensure that we provide high quality assemblies through slideshows, video extracts, stories, drama pieces and music to provide the children with a wide variety of opportunities to develop a sense of awe and wonder. Assemblies occur three times a week.

Each week begins with the Headteacher introducing the week’s Value and aspirational target which is then developed further by staff in classrooms and across the school day. At the end of the week the children who have been chosen by their teachers as exemplifying the aspirational target are then celebrated in our Star of the Week assembly. Once a week we also hold singing assembly where a mixture of Christian themed songs and other well-known songs are taught.

4. Monitoring
It is the responsibility of the Headteacher, together with governors, to ensure that the value themes used in school are appropriate and understandable for the children. They are also responsible for ensuring that the quality of presentation of values is of a high quality and enables children to reflect and develop further in their own thinking and growth.
 
5. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually.
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