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1. Introduction
We provide an exciting and progressive curriculum with a variety of interesting opportunities for all pupils through the provision of an inspiring education which can be adapted to each child’s needs and stage of development.

This policy should be read in conjunction with all other school policies which are available on the school’s website.

2. Methodology
Assessment at our school does not only focus on the core subjects of English, maths, science and Computing but includes all other subjects and opportunities within our school – pastoral, academic, emotional and behavioural. We believe that regular assessment, through a variety of methods, followed by focussed planning and implementation of targets and support enables all of our children to achieve in all areas of their life and become confident pupils who have a strong self-belief and self-reliance.

Assessment must be effective and worthwhile and, as a school, it must have a clear sense of purpose based on enabling children to progress and move forwards in their learning. We use a variety of methods of assessment centered around our pupils and their needs and learning styles.

a) In-school Formative Assessment
Effective formative assessment enables:
· Teachers to identify how pupils are performing on a continuing basis and to use this information to provide appropriate support or extension, evaluate teaching and planning and adapt planning for future lessons
· Pupils to measure their own knowledge and understanding against clear learning objectives, and identify areas in which they need to improve
· Parents/carers to gain a broad picture of where their child’s strengths and weakness lie, and why they need to do to improve
Formative assessment is decided by individual teachers, or as a phase, and records are kept by the teacher which are ongoing and are acted upon accordingly – all to support a pupil’s development and improvement in all areas of the curriculum.

b) In-school Summative Assessment
Effective in-school summative assessment enables:
· School leaders to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and attainment
· Teachers to evaluate learning at the end of a unit or period of time, and the impact of their own teaching and delivery
· Pupils to understand how well they have learnt and understood a topic or course of work taught over a period of time. It is then used to provide feedback on how and where they can further improve.
· Parents/carers to stay informed about the achievement, progress and wider outcomes of their child across a period of time.

Summative assessment is completed termly using the school’s own tracking system on the VLE which then tracks pupil attainment and progress. Senior Leaders use this information to analyse how cohorts of pupils, and individual pupils, are achieving and to challenge and support teachers in their future planning and provision for groups/specific pupils to ensure pupils are achieving individual attainment targets and making good progress. We use a PIRA tests to assess Reading skills and development; Teacher Assessments assessing against Lancashire KLIPS and the interim framework to assess Writing development; and White Rose to assess Maths development.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject assessments other than Reading, Writing and Mathematics, are completed as and when the subject leader requires but the school is working towards a clear method for this which provides useful and pertinent data to teachers as well as subject leaders.

c) National Summative Assessments
National summative assessments enable:
· School leaders to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and attainment
· Teachers to understand national expectations and assess their own performance in the broader national context
· Pupils and parents/carers to understand how pupils are performing at our school in comparison with pupils nationally

Currently we use the following national assessment frameworks:
· Early Years Baseline and Good Level of Development assessments
· Phonics screening at Year 1 (repeated at Year 2 when necessary)
· End of Key Stage 1 tests (these are not statutory but the school continues to use these to support summative assessments)
· Year 4 Multiplication tests
· End of KS2 tests in Reading, Writing, Grammar/Spelling/Punctuation, and Mathematics

From all of this information the Headteacher provides Governors and staff with an analysis of what the data is telling us and where further improvements and interventions can take place and how these can be achieved.

3. Aims and objectives resulting from good use of assessment and reporting
By the time they leave our school we want all pupils to:
· Have a passion for learning and exploring in all subjects and in all aspects and opportunities presented to them (e.g. in English, in sport, in morals and values, in emotional development, in out of school activities)
· Understand their next steps in learning in all areas of the curriculum and in life values 
· Enjoy finding out more about how they learn and how they can further their own learning through guided and focussed support
· Have confidence in trying at all subjects and know that they can continue to improve in all areas, no matter their starting point
· Be able to explain what they are able to do and identify what they have difficulty with and identify what further support they might need to overcome these difficulties
· A strong character in using their own knowledge of where they are through the sharing of regular assessment, to identify next steps for learning and how they can achieve these next steps
· Understand that their annual report and any interim reports/meetings are for their benefit and are for their parents to support them in their learning as well as school
 
4. Reporting
We believe that reporting on assessment information is vital to support pupil progress and attainment. We regularly report to parents/carers so that they are included in their child’s educational progress as much as possible, and are able to support their child in their development in all aspects of the curriculum.

We do this is a number of ways:
· Through annual end of year reports
· Through parent’s evenings each term where attainment and progress is discussed as well as PSED/PSHE strengths/concerns, other aspects of the curriculum, behaviour and attendance
· Through phone calls, emails and meetings when necessary – ensuring that any information that might affect a child’s attainment or progress is shared and discussed at the earliest opportunity
· By sharing of National data pertaining to their child and any comparative data that can be shared
· By sharing any explanatory notes regarding national data and national assessments

We also report data to the governing body on a termly basis from in-house assessments and from national assessments once results have been released. The main documents shared with the Governing Body are the Lancashire School Information Profile and the National test data. Commentary and next steps are also shared with Governors at this time.

Assessment data is also shared with the School Adviser on a termly basis as part of the support package for the school. This is discussed with the School Adviser at length and any resulting actions are agreed and then implemented by Senior Leaders.

Data is also shared in EHCP meetings for SEND pupils and this may include PIVATs data as well as other school data.

If needed, assessment and progress data is also shared in CiN and CP meetings to give a full view of a child’s time in school.

5. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually.
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It will be reviewed by the Subject Leader in the first instance and then shared with the staff as appropriate. Once agreed with staff then the policy will be taken to the appropriate Governor Committee for comment and adoption on behalf of the school. At this time it will be published on the school website and parents notified.
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