[image: ]
‘Inspiring Education, Achieving Our Dreams’



Design and Technology Policy

	Policy Leader: 
	Jennifer Smith

	Policy agreed by Governors:
	Autumn 2026



1. The vision for Design and Technology
Design and Technology prepares children to participate in our rapidly changing world. Within the curriculum, DT allows children to think creatively, to become problem solvers as individuals and as members of a team. They combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetics, social and environmental issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past Design Technology, its uses and its impacts. DT helps all children to become discriminating and informed consumers and potential innovators.  It develops children’s skills and knowledge in design, structures, mechanisms, electrical control and a range of materials including food.

Food technology is incredibly important and our children engage in a wide variety of activities to develop lifelong skills of cooking and an awareness of healthy eating and the importance of good nutrition.

2. Aims and Objectives
By the time they leave our school we want all pupils to:
· Have a passion for learning in Design and Technology
· To be inspirational and think creatively
· To embrace a challenge and solve problems
· To be able to take risks
· To be able to prepare and cook a wide variety of food in a hygienic way
· To have an awareness of good nutrition and why it is important to eat healthily 
· To be able to use appropriate tools safely
· To become discriminating and informed users of products and become innovators.
· To understand how Design and Technology prepares them to participate in tomorrow’s rapidly changing technologies.

3. Pupil Entitlement
We will ensure all children develop their skills by:
· Giving them experiences of DT which are both valid and stimulating
· Developing their practical and thinking skills, enabling them to offer possible solutions to practical problems
· Developing their abilities to engage with and critically appreciate a range of designed outcomes made by themselves, their peers and adult designers
· Developing their understanding of the role of technology in creating the world in which we live and the need to control technological development by making value judgements about its impact on people and the world
· Developing their ability to select appropriate materials, tools and components and use these with due regard to health and safety
· Enabling them to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from other areas of the curriculum where appropriate

4. Assessment and monitoring
Children’s progress will be assessed by class teachers through marking and feedback of their work, which includes setting next steps to confirm and extend learning.  Children will be assessed during topics in relation to meeting success criteria as stated in the Lancashire Key Skills Framework and assessed in terms of Entering, Developing or being Secure within the expectations of their year group.  Monitoring of subject coverage across the school will take place through a mix of planning and work scrutiny, lesson observations, pupil interviews and termly curriculum auditing.

5. Support and Other Involvement
It is important that staff are aware that Design Technology has to be fully prepared and resourced in order to deliver effective learning experiences and the timing may need to be more flexible so that children can develop their thinking. It may be necessary to ensure that teaching assistants are available to support the children in practical activities. Health and safety issues should be considered at all times and if appropriate a risk assessment taken.

Training opportunities will be accessed for all (or specific) members of staff as and when necessary. 

6. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually.
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