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Vision
In the Foundation Stage children learn best through play-based activities and first-hand experience. Every child deserves the best possible start in life, in the Early Years Foundation Stage we aim to give this by looking at what the children can do and supporting them to fulfill their potential. Children become independent learners through the provision of a balance of child initiated and adult led experiences. 
Our planning is constantly being crafted as a direct response to children’s interests & fascinations with connected stories, poems and books at the heart of all we do. We believe strongly the benefits of both spontaneous, child-led and adult-led activities. 
Aims

At Trumacar Primary we have the following objectives for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage:

· To provide a happy, caring, safe and secure environment for learning, which meets the individual needs and interests of the children.

· To develop warm and secure relationships between children and adults.

· To provide a high-quality curriculum in line with the revised Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.
· For the children to become aware of moral and social values.

· To encourage active learning through first hand experiences both in indoor and outdoor play, and through a language-rich environment.
· To encourage children to become self-motivated and independent learners with a positive attitude to learning and self-regulation.

· To value the cultural diversity within our school and community.

· To foster positive home school links and share a common sense of purpose with parents. 
Pupil Entitlement
The content of the curriculum within the early year’s unit is set out within the EYFS framework, as updated January ’24.
In addition to these areas of learning and development, children have discreet daily phonics sessions following ‘Red Rose Letters and Sounds’, White Rose for Mathematics, The Literacy Tree for English and Nelson Handwriting. 

At Trumacar, an inclusive culture is reflected in all school policies and practices. We ensure that all children have an equal entitlement to a good Early Years Curriculum regardless of gender, race, culture, religion, disability and special or medical needs.

Assessment and Monitoring

On-entry to Reception, within the first two weeks, administer the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment. At the end of Reception, we complete the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, assessing the 17 early learning goals looking at good levels of development, GLDs. 

Throughout the year, we use our school’s MIS to record teacher assessments in Early Years. The children are assessed at termly checkpoints against age related expectations using Birth to Five criteria. 

Parental Involvement in Learning

We believe strongly that parents are involved in their children’s learning from the beginning. In Nursery and Reception, there are opportunities for parents to be informed and engaged in this through Stay & Play sessions which take place in Autumn and Spring terms.

Additionally, parents are expected to read with their children and follow up any informal learning that may be sent home. These are shared with parents at the start of the year at ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings. There are always staff available to support and chat with parents who are unsure.

Reception also have parental phonics workshops to inform parents about early reading and become familiar with how this is taught in school. These take place in early in Autumn.

Review
This policy will be reviewed annually.

