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1. [bookmark: _Hlk176433117]The vision for English
English has a vital place in education and in society. At Trumacar, we believe a quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others. This in turn, will improve their outcomes in life when they leave school. Reading, especially, plays a key role in the cultural and social development of children. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society. Therefore, we want children at Trumacar to learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently in preparation for a successful and happy life.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk176433180]Aims and Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk176433192]By the time they leave our school we want all pupils to:
· Have a passion for learning in reading and writing, especially in reading for pleasure
· Be able to use a wide and varied interesting vocabulary
· Be able to research effectively and apply reading skills across the curriculum and into later life
· Have a sound grasp of spelling patterns (age-related) and use these in their writing
· Have fluid and legible handwriting

3. [bookmark: _Hlk176433459]Pupil Entitlement
[bookmark: _Hlk176433476]We will ensure all children develop their skills by:
· Providing high quality teaching through clearly planned lessons using ‘The Power of Reading’ as our book-based curriculum for writing
· Empowering child to become independent readers from EYFS to Y6 by using Essential Letters and Sounds as our Phonics ssp in Reception and KS1
· Promoting all children as talkers and good communicators starting in Nursery and beyond by modelling aspirational language
· Ensuring correct spelling and neat presentation is at the heart of writing, using Nelson Handwriting, ELS Essential Spelling in KS1 and Purple Mash spelling in KS2

4. Assessment and monitoring
We will continually check pupil progress and attainment by:
· Termly assessment will be carried out in reading 
· Writing assessment is on-going throughout the year
· Observations are done in Phonics and other work scrutiny, according to the monitoring cycle

5. Parental Involvement in Learning/Reading at Home
· At Trumacar, we expect parents and carers to read with their child at home, this is particularly important in the earlier stages of school. Ideally every night, but we know this can be difficult at times, so at least four times a week. We expect parents to put a comment in their Reading Record, then staff can see this is being done - it can be something as simple as an initial and date. There is no need to write detailed comments.
· Staff will monitor this and if a child has missed reading at home twice then teachers will involve them in a lunchtime ‘Reading Club’. This is not seen as a punishment but as an encouragement as we want the best start for children at Trumacar and research has shown that lower literacy skills impact negatively on life outcomes and future well-being. Please work with us and build positive futures for our children. 
· Please note that due to decreasing school budgets, any reading book that is lost will incur a nominal fee of £3.00.

6. Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]This policy will be reviewed annually. 
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