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1. The vision for Homework
Children’s learning does not stop at the end of a school day and we actively encourage all kinds of homework and a wide variety of activities being carried out at home/outside of school to enhance the teaching and learning that has taken place in school. Whilst valued highly, formal homework is not the only means by which children are enabled to continue learning outside of school. 

Examples of homework tasks include reading, handwriting, practising spellings, number facts, research into a new topic or area of learning or focussing upon specific elements of mathematics, punctuation or grammar. Homework should benefit the child by way of extending their own knowledge and their own ability to learn with the emphasis being put upon the quality over the quantity of work being completed outside of school.  Homework should directly link to work that is taking place within the classroom.

2. Aims and Objectives
We want all children to realise that the purpose of homework is to:
· Help them to improve their own learning in specific areas
· Realise that working outside of the school day can benefit them in many ways
· Give them opportunities to extend their own learning along avenues of interest sparked within school
· Enable them to make maximum progress and achieve higher attainment through their own studies and practise outside of school
· Engage their parents within their learning for a shared experience
· Consolidate learning from within school, and ensure they have understood their learning well and are ready for the next step
· Help develop good habits for their future life in secondary school.
 
3. Pupil Entitlement
Teachers and other school staff will ensure they provide:
· Reading, spelling and number facts homework on a weekly basis as appropriate
· A sensible time structure of when homework has to be completed and returned, or for when facts have to be learnt for a test (e.g. spelling/number facts) and deadline set by class teachers
· Opportunities for extending learning outside the school day through research, the sharing of curriculum topics, suggestions of other activities/clubs on offer locally
· Homework that all can access (e.g. if internet/computer based then a separate activity accessible without internet/computer is available or school equipment is made available at the end of a school day)
· Opportunities to bring items/artefacts/ideas in to support in-school learning
· Opportunities to review, revise and re-write work to ensure it is of the highest standard that each child can achieve, concentrating on spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation.
· Ensure that homework is appropriate and can be done within the time frame expected each day:
EYFS and Key Stage 1: 15 minutes per day including phonics, reading, spelling, number work as appropriate
Lower Key Stage 2: 20-30 minutes per day including phonics (if appropriate), reading, spelling, handwriting, number facts and other simple activities based around topic work 
Upper Key Stage 2: 30 minutes a day including reading, spelling, handwriting, reviewing and revising work, maths work and further independent research into other topic areas

4. Pupil engagement
Throughout the school, the children will be involved in their homework through:
· Clear explanations of what is expected from any piece of homework so that children fully understand and can achieve expectations
· Clear expectations that homework should be supported by parents and carers and reading, spelling practice and number work should be carried out a minimum of four times per week
· Children who are not evidencing reading at home will be provided the opportunity to have extra time to practise reading during the school day and this will be monitored by class teachers
· Opportunities to follow up homework if confusion occurs or if they have questions about their homework
· Discussions about the completion of homework; what has been learnt, what they have achieved, what needs further work and next steps if appropriate
· Having opportunities to show homework where appropriate

5. Support
The school provides the following support to children and their parents to ensure that school provides quality activities to support pupils with home learning:
· Phonics workshops will be offered to parents in the early years so that they are able to support early reading practice activities with their child at home.
· Parent help booklets aimed at developing the Home Learning Environment are available in school and on the school website 
· Homework explanations – provided as required dependent upon the task 
· Class newsletters – explaining the curriculum and the topics being studied 

6. Remote Learning
We will use Class Dojo, Arbor emails and Purple Mash for remote learning whenever necessary. 

7. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually.
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