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1. The vision for Religious Education

We believe that Religious Education provides an opportunity to celebrate and foster awareness of these differences within our school and the wider world.  It is a subject that celebrates diversity and challenges stereotypes. R.E. has a key role to play in helping the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils as part of the school’s multi-cultural and creative curriculum, supporting the aims of our PSHE and Citizenship work. It supports a clear framework of values and nurtures respect for other beliefs and ways of life. 

RE is taught in accordance with the aims of the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus produced by the Lancashire Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) and the aims contained therein. It also upholds the legal requirement of the Education Act 1993, stating that every child should receive Religious Education.

2. Aims and Objectives
By the time they leave our school we want all pupils to:
· Explore what it means to be a human being through sharing human experiences from a variety of religions and perspectives
· Develop the skills of questioning,, analysis and interpretation in connection with their journey of understanding religion and different faiths and beliefs
· Develop their understanding of the concept of ultimate questions and ethical issues
· Be able to communicate their knowledge and understanding to others using specialist and specific vocabulary
· Develop their skills of clear thinking and of reflecting thoughtfully about religious issues and about their own attitudes to religion
· Cultivate a respect for the meditative experience of believers and to deepen their own capacity for personal reflection

3. Pupil Entitlement
We will ensure all children develop their skills by:
· Providing a comprehensive curriculum, matched to the SACRE objectives, and covering all six main religions
· Providing opportunities to look at resources and take part in visits to different places of worship without taking part in any forms of worship
· Providing opportunities to look at world religions and how different religions practice their worship around the world
· Supporting children to understand that religion and belief, including non-belief, are protected characteristics by law
· Enabling children to be understanding when discussing religion and to promote positive discussions about religion and belief, including non-belief
· Enabling children to share their own views and beliefs if they are comfortable to do so
· Providing opportunities for reflection and for self-reflection following discussions

4. Right of Withdrawal

Parents/carers have the legal right to withdraw their child from R.E. and from the Act of Collective Worship on religious grounds. Parents/carers are made aware of this right in law on the grounds of equal opportunities as it is referred to in the prospectus. Teachers also have the same right of withdrawal from the teaching of  R.E. or taking part in Collective Worship.

5. Assessment and monitoring
We will continually check pupil progress and attainment by:
· Providing regular questions to check understanding and knowledge of what has been taught
· Discussing with children their thoughts and ideas regarding religion and beliefs, including non-belief as a group
· Reporting to the SACRE team how well developed children’s understanding of religion is at key points during the primary phase

6. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually. 
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