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	PART A.  ASSESSMENT DETAILS: 

	Area/task/activity: Using the Fire Pit

Location of activity: Near the Outdoor Classroom at specifically designated place

	School name:
Address & Contact details:
	Trumacar Nursery and Community Primary School
Combermere Road
Heysham 
LA3 2ST
	Name of Person(s) undertaking Assessment:
 
	Paul Slater

	
	
	Signature(s):

	

	Head Teacher  (Name):
	Paul Slater
	Date of Assessment:

	September 2026

	Signature:
	
	Planned Review Date:


	September 2027

	How communicated to staff:
	VLE and school website, policies page
	Date communicated to staff:
	September INSET day





	PART B1. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES:  

	List of significant hazards
(something with the potential to cause harm) 
(1)
	Who might be harmed? (2)
	Type of harm (3)
	Existing controls (4) 
(Actions already taken to control the risk) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Fire lighting equipment

Cooking over a fire hazards of burning self or others; clothing catching fire

Smoke inhalation

Hot food

	Pupils, teachers, adult helpers
	Burns, scalds

Inhalation of smoke

Cuts from materials used for fire
	Activity to take place only in area designated behind the Outdoor classroom. Gates must be kept closed and the area must be checked ahead of the activity to ensure:
· Leader must have read this risk assessment and informed the headteacher that the activity is taking place and that all checks have been made
· All long hair must be tied back; no scarves or lanyards to be worn where they can dangle into the fire; gloves NOT to be worn when cooking over fire an any coats must be fully done up
· Checks on any food allergies must be completed before any cooking takes place and alternatives sought for any specific children
· no over-hanging branches are in the way or could cause a problem
· that the ground area is clear of rubbish and other flammable materials
· that the seats (wooden trunks) are clear and are arranged carefully around the fire pit – at least 3 feet away
· that a bucket of water has been placed near to the firepit area
· that all materials to be used (materials for lighting the fire plus food if cooking) are nearby the site and stored safely to prevent any injury; firelighters must be stored in a metal tin
· that a first aid kit, including burns kit, is nearby and can be accessed quickly
· that they have their mobile phone with them and that they get signal and can ring the main office or the headteacher if help is needed quickly
For activity (no more than 15 children at a time):
Children will be told of the following rules before going down to the firepit. To then stand behind the fence whilst the leader goes through all instructions again.
To:
· Sensibly to take a seat on one of the wood stumps and not to move around once seated
· Ensure they are listening and not making too much noise which could mean instructions cannot be heard
· Remember that fire burns and we have to respect it and be careful when near it
· Understand that no silliness can be tolerated and they may have to leave the activity if they put themselves or others in danger
Leader to follow these simple procedures:
· Ensure all above checks are redone on arriving at firepit
· Ensure that fire pit is clear of any debris and that there is a level surface before constructing materials for lighting
· Set fire up using agreed materials (ignition materials plus wood to keep fire burning)
· Explain to children how you are setting the fire up and explain the hazards of fire and why they should not do this without an appropriate adult
· Set up the fire and ignite it, feeding it carefully to ensure it ‘takes’
· With older children, you may then teach them how to add wood as fuel for the fire, carefully and sensibly in order to keep the fire burning
If cooking on the fire:
· Ensure you have skewers/tongs/implements that will not burn in the fire
· Ensure that you explain to children how to hold these so that they do not burn their hands on the wrong end!
· Show the children once and then twice how to cook on the fire and how close they can get – do this in small groups of maximum 4 children at a time at each of ordinal points (N, S, E, W) to ensure good space between
· Show them the kneeling rule of one knee down and one up to make sure they are in a stable position
· Ensure children understand that hot food is brought carefully out of the fire and is allowed to cool before putting in their mouths – especially marshmallows!
· Put all unused food out of the way once finished
End of session:
· Ensure all children are back away from the fire, and that all equipment is removed and safely stored away again
· If you are staying with the fire and children returning to class with another adult, then allow them to leave before putting the fire out
· Either way, with a thicker stick or tongs, spread the remains of the fire round the fire pit so that it disperses some of the heat. Slowly and carefully put water from the bucket on the edges of the fire. This will cause a lot of smoke so do it slowly and in sections
· Slowly move the water further inwards in circles round the fire until the fire is extinguished fully
· DO NOT LEAVE THE FIRE UNTILL YOU ARE SURE THAT THE FIRE HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED AND WILL NOT RELIGHT
· Carry all equipment back into school and store where it is kept




This general risk assessment will apply to this area/task/activity in most schools providing the control measures described are in operation and there are no further local significant hazards. If it does not fully apply, please go to Part B2 on the next page. If it fully applies please sign below.

I certify that the risk assessment above fully applies to the area/task/activity under assessment in ……………………………………………………………… (Name of school)

Signed: 							Name:						Risk Assessor.



If the control measures described are not in operation and further action is required or there are further local significant hazards please record these here, transfer any actions required to the Action Plan at Part C below and sign off below. Do not sign off above if further actions are required.

	PART B2. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES:  

	Further Significant hazards


	Who might be harmed? (2)
	Type of harm (3)
	Existing controls (4) 
(Actions already taken to control the risk) 
 
	Further action / controls required
(transfer to action plan at Part C below) (5) 

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	



I certify that the assessment for the task/activity above covers all the significant hazards applicable …………….………………………… (name of school).

Signed: 							Name:						Risk Assessor.
 
 


	PART C:  ACTION PLAN

	No.
	Action required
	Person(s) to undertake action?
	Priority
	Projected
time scale 
	Notes / comments 
	Date
completed
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